Considerations in the humane use of laboratory animals in radiology research.
Our institution has recognized both the scientific and ethical responsibilities for the humane treatment of laboratory animals in the Radiology Research Laboratory. The Laboratory Animal Resource Center is specific in its requirements for the procurement, housing, and general care given to those animals used in our laboratory. In accordance with NIH guidelines, Animal Care Committee rules require investigators to provide detailed descriptions of research protocols so that appropriate care can be assured. The investigator is responsible ultimately for the thoughtful treatment of the animals before, during, and after the investigation. In the forseeable future, the use of laboratory animals will continue to be of paramount importance to the advancement of biomedical and imaging technology.